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Dear Sir: 



AMENPMENT/RESPONSE 



In the Claims 



Please amend the claims to read as follows: 
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1 . (AMENDED) A mortar grouting type joint for reinfiorcing bars, comprising a 
hollow cylindrical body having an opening cover (2) at an end, a bolt hole (8) on the side 
wall, and first and second supporting protrusions (5) on the inner peripheral wall, adapted 
to support reinforcing bars (12) with bolts (13) an^/me supporting protrusions (5), 
wherein: 

the portion of the inner peripheral wa}f between the first and second supporting 
protrusions is substantially linear; 

at least a first of the supporting protrusions (5) consists of a pair of thin- walled 
members extending in the longitudinp direction of the hollow cylindrical body, and 
attached to said inner peripheral Wll along substantially parallel edges; and 

said thin-walled members each have a ridge liiie (7) sloping toward the opening 
cover (2), with the portion oimt thin-walled member supporting the reinforcing bar (12) 
inserted through the opening cover (2) constituting the apex. 
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